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Gove County Health Department
521 Garfield St.

Quinter, Kansas 67752
October 11, 2017

Dear USD 292 Parents,

The Gove County Health Departtent will be providing Flu vaccinations on Wednesday October
18 at the Quinter Elementary School beginning at 8:30am. We will stay at the Elementary School
as long as we have people arriving fotr vaccines. We will then go to the Quinter High School.

We will also stay at the High School as long as we have people arriving for vaccines. Parents and
younger family members of students are invited to receive their flu vaccination at that time,
School staff are also welcome to receive their flu vaceination at school,

Please complete the enclosed consent form and return to school by Wednesday October 18, Also
enclose payment or a copy of your insurance card. The cost of the flu vaccine is $52, WE
MUST HAVE THE BIRTH DATE OF THE PERSON WHO HAS THE INSURANCE! For
students who are not covered by any health insurance, please contact the health department.

The flu vaccine contains killed influenza viras. The flu shot is well-tolerated by most children.
The “Inactivated Influenza Vaccine™ information sheet found at
http://www.cde.zovivacoines/pubs/vis/downloads/vis-flu pdf describes health conditions
preventing anyone from receiving a flu vaceination,

Anyone who is moderately or severely ill should not receive any flu vaccine until they are healthy
again. Please consult your physician or the Health Department if you have qucst:ons about either
type of flu vaccine.

The Centets for Disease Control recommends children under the age of 9 years, who are
receiving flu vaccination for the first time this year receive a second flu vaccination 4 weeks

following the first dose.

If you have any questions regarding information in this letter, please contact Cheryl Goetz or
Deb Aton at the Gove County Health Department at 785-754-2147,

Thank you for the opportunity to vaccinate your child.

Sincerely,

&WCW&L



of, 12017 1 14PM

No. 202 7 3

VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

Influenza (Flu) Vaccine
(Inactivated or Recombinant):
What you need to know
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(1 Why get vaccinated? ]

Influenza (“flu”) is a contaglous disease that spreads
around the United States every year, usnally between
Qctober and My, :

Flu is cansed by influenza viruses, and is spread mainly
by coughing, sneezing, and close contact.

Anyone can get flu. Flu strikes suddenly and can last
soveral days. Symptoms vary by age, but can include;
« fever/chills

« sore throat

+ mugcle aches

» fatigue

+ cough

+ headache

« runny or stuffy nose

Flu can also lead to pneumonia and blood infections, and
canse diarrhea and seizures in children, If you-have a
medical condition, such as heart or lung disease, flu can
make it worse.’

Flu is more dengerous for some people. Infants end
young children, people 65 years of age end older,
pregnant women, and people with certain health
conditions or 8 weakened immune system ate at

greatest risk.

Bach year thousands of people in the United States die
from flu, and many more are hospitalized. '

Flu vaccine cant

» keep you from getting ﬂu

- make fiu less severe if you do get it, and

+ keep you from spreading flu to your famﬂy and
other people.

2 Inactivated and recombinant
flu vaccines

A dose of flu vaccine is recommended every fiu season.

Children 6 months through 8 years of age may need two
doses during the same fluf seagon, Everyone else nceds
only one dose each fu season,

Some inactivated flu vaccines contain & very small
amount of a mercury-based preservative called
thimerosal. Studies have not shown thimerosal in
vaceines to be harmful, but flu vaccines that do not
contain thimerosal are available,

There is no live flu virus in flu shots, They cnxmot cauye
the fa.

There are many flu viruses, and they are always

- changing. Each year a sew flu vaccine is made to protect

against three or four viruges that are lkely to oguse

disease in the upcoming flu season. But even when the

vaccine doesn’t exactly match these viruses, it may stil

provide some protection.

Flu vaccine cannot prevent:

+ fiu that is caused by a virus not covered by the vaceine,
ot

« illnegses that look like flu but are not.

It tukes about 2 weeks for protection to develop after
vaccination, and protection lasts through the flu season.

_

this vaccine
Tell the person who is giving you the vaccine!

[ 3 Some people should not get

~ + If you have any severe, life-threatening allergies.

If you ever had a life-threatening ellergic reaction
after a dose of flu vaccine, or have a severe allergy to
any part of this vaccine, you may be advised not to
get vaccinated. Most, but not all, types of flu vaceine
contain a small amount of egg protein.

If you ever had Guillain-Barré Syndrome (also

called GBS),
Some people with a history of GBS should not get this

vaccine. This should be discussed with your doctor.
If you are not feeling well.

It is usually okay to get flu vaccine when you have
a mild illness, but you might be agked to come back
when you feel better.
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[—4 Risks of a vaccine reaction ]

With any medicine, including vaccines, there is a chance
of reactions, These are usually mild and go away on their
own, but seriong reactions are also possible.

Most people who get a flu shot do not have any problems

with it.

Minor problems following a flu shot include;

+ soreness, redness, or swelling where the shot was
given '

+ hoarseness

« sore, red or itchy eyes

* cough

« fever

» aches

» headache

» jtching -

+ fatigue

If these problems occur, they usually begm soon after the

shot and last 1 ot 2 days.

More serious problems following a flu shot cau include

the following:

+ There may be a small increased risk of Guillain-Barré
Syndrome (GBS) after inactivated fiu vaccine, This
risk has been estimated at | or 2 additional cases per
million people vaccinated. This is much lower than the
risk of severe complications from flu, which can be
prevented by flu vaccine.

+ Young children who get the flu shot along with
pneumococed] vaccime (PCV13) and/or DTaP vaccine
at the same time might be slightly mote likely to have
a seizure caused by fever, Ask your doctor for more
information. Tell your doctor if a child who is getting
flu vaccine has ever had a seizure.

Problems that could happen after any injected

vaccine!

+ People sometimes faint after a medical procedure,
including vaceination, Sitting or lying down for about
15 minuotes can help prevent fainfing, and injuriss
caused by a fall. Tell your doctor if you feel dizzy, or
have vision changes or ringing in the ears.

» Some people get severe pain in the shoulder and have
difficulty moving the arm where a shot was given, This
happens very rarely.

« Any medication can cause a severe allergic reaction.
Such reactions from a vaccine are very rare, estimated
at about 1 in a mitlion doses, and would happen within
g fow minutes to a few hours after the vaccination,

Ag with any medicine, there is a very remote chance of &
vaccine cansing a serious injury or death.

The safety of vaccines is always being monitored. For
more information, visit: www.cde,gov/vaccinesafety/
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5 What if there is a serious
reaction? '

What should | ook for?

* Look for anything that concerns you, such as signs
of a severe allergic reaction, very high fever, or
unusial behavior. ’

Signs of a severe allergic reaction can include hives,
swelling of the face and throat, difficulty breathing,
a fast heartbeat, dizziness, and weakness, These
would start a few minutes to a few hours after the
vaccination,

What should | do?

» If you think it is a severe allergic reaction or other
emergency that can’t wait, call 9-1-1 and get the person
to the nearest hospital. Othetwise, call your doctor.

» Reactlons should be reported to the Vaccine Adverse
Event Reporting System (VAERS). Your doctor should
file this report, or you can do it youtself through the
VAERS web site at www,vaers.hhs.goy, or by calling
1-800-822-7967.

VAERS does not give medical advice.

6| The National Vaccine Injury

Compensation Program

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
(VICP) is a federal program that was created to
compensate people wha may have been injured by
certain vaceines.
Persons who believe thoy may have been mjured bya
vaccine can learn about the progtam and about filing a
claim by calling 1-800-338-2382 or visiting the VICP

website at www.krsa,gov/vaccinecompensation. There
is @ time limit to file a cleim for compensation.

[ 7 | How can | learn more? | )

* Ask your healthcare provider. He or she can give you
the vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of
information.

+ Call yout local oz state health department.

» Contact the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC):

- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFQ) or
- Visit CDC’s website at www.cde.gov/fiu

Vaccine Information Statement
Inactivated Influenza Vaccine

08/07/2015
42 U.8.C. § 300aa-26




